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Task 4.1  

 
Task Leader MI   

Å Task members : MI, FCT, CSIC, IEO, IMR, Ifremer , 
IMARES 

Å The main aim of the sub package 4.1 is to examine the 
potential for interoperability of large scale European 
equipment on European research vessels under several 
headings including: 
× Technical considerations 
× Technical Support 
× Insurance 
× Transport & Logistics 
× Payloads 
× Cost 



21-May-12 3 

Task 4.1  
Å Task leaders went beyond what was required in the DoW including 

all LEXI on the Eurocean database and including all Global and 
Oceanic class RVôs with the potential to exchange equipment 

Å Technical considerations; Technical Support; Insurance; Transport 
& Logistics; Payloads; Cost 

  Equipment Type NA4 Responsible member  

ROV MI 

AUV MI 

Seismic CSIC  

Submersibles IFREMER & MI 

Deepwater drop and towed cameras IMR  

Towed bodies (Sidescan sonar, sub bottom 

profiler, other)  
IFREMER & MI 

Deep water Multibeam IMARES 

Corers MI 

Other MI 
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ROV AUV Submersible Seismic Camera Corer 

ï MI Abyss ï IFM 

Geomar 

Nautile - Ifremer IMR-ROTV MeBo - Marum 

Quest ï Marum Autosub6000 - 

NOC 

Jago ï IFM 

Geomar 

CSIC AWI - OFOS 

Victor 6000 - 

Ifremer 

Autosub3 - NOC FCT Towed 

Isis - NOC Seal ï IFM-

Geomar 

AWI SAR - Ifremer 

Liropus - IEO Bluefin21 - AWI 

Aglantha - IMR Hugin - IMR 

Max Rover - 

HCMR 

6000 ï IFM 

Geomar 

Luso - EMEPC 

Phoca ï IFM 

Geomar 

Responses Received  
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Methodology   
Å For each piece of equipment, the owner/operator was asked to complete a set of 

technical and logistical criteria 

Å The second phase of the task involved looking at the technical specifications 
received for the LEXIôs and assessing whether they were capable of deployment 
on the European RV fleet 

Å The list of appropriate or available RVs for this exercise was whittled down to 39 
Global and Ocean class vessels 

Å Matrix diagram was developed with the RVs owned by Eurofleets partners or 
Member States on one side and LEXI on the other 

Å A colour coding was used to identify three categories or designations for each 
piece of equipment and each of the 39 RVs 
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Classifications  

 

 

 

 
Å Once a colour code/designation was initially assigned to each RV, the collated 

questionnaires for all of the LEXI and the matrix diagram were re -issued to the RV 
operators to ask them to check our preliminary assessment 

 

Å We have confirmed 13 of the 39 RV categories with the vessel operators 

 

Å We have made the assumption that these equipment are the primary, or the only, 
operation on board the vessel at any one time 

LEGEND COMMENT 

  Capacity to deploy on  

  
Possible deployment on with minor 

modifications 

  
Cannot deploy, vessel not capable 

e.g. no D.P. 
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