
The 9th ERVO Meeting (ERVO 2007) was co-organised by the Management Unit of the North Sea Mathematical Model (MUMM) and Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) and held at VLIZ. 30 representatives from 20 organisations and 13 countries were represented at the meeting. 

Chairperson

Mr. John Breslin, Marine Institute, Galway, Ireland

The group met at the Flanders Marine Institute VLIZ. Andre Pollentier and Andre Cattrijsse the hosts of this years meeting, welcomed the group to Oostende and John Breslin opened the meeting. Prior to the workshop all participants introduced themselves and provided brief information on their background (The agenda and the list of participants is added at the end of these minutes).
1. Minutes of ERVO 2006

Vignir Thoroddsen mentioned that the Icelandic Institute of Marine Science hosted ERVO 2006 and not the Ministry of Fisheries. Besides this remark the group accepted the minutes.

2. National Updates

Traditionally, each RV Operator provides a short update on their vessel activities since the last ERVO meeting.

2.1  Panu Hänninen, FIMR - Finland

Panu Hänninen informed the group on the recent refit of RV Aranda’s wheelhouse involving new navigation and communication equipment. The Aranda is Finland’s regional RV serving the FIMR and spends approx. 120 days at sea, mainly in the Baltic.

2.2 Vignir Thoroddsen, IMR – Iceland

Vignir Thoroddsen  manages the Icelandic fisheries research vessels: the Arni Fridriksson and the Bjarni Saemundsson that spent a total of 369 days at sea during 2006. As the Governmental appropriation for the operations in 2006 was estimated to 360 days at sea, the yearly appropriation was raised for 2007. 
Mr. Thoroddsen gave an overview of the activities for both vessels during 2006.  The Arni Fridriksson was 201 days at sea mainly devoted to fish surveys but also performed hydrographic mapping, fishing gear experiments and sea-bed mapping in Icelandic waters. The Bjarni Saemundsson spent 168 days for the same purposes and for the University of Iceland.

Problems encountered during the year include difficulties with the Caterpillar diesel engines on the Arni Fridriksson. 

During ERVO2006 the Marorka Energy Management System onboard the Arni Fridrikson was presented. In reply to John Breslin’s question Vignir Thoroddsen mentioned that currently the fuel management system is still  under study and that results on fuel consumption are not yet available. 

2.3. Marieke Rietveld, NIOZ - The Netherlands

Marieke Rietveld manages one ocean class (RV Pelagia) and two coastal RV’s (Navicula & Stern). The Pelagia serves a total of 260 operational days at sea (140d for National programmes, 100d for EU Programmes  incl. 24 d barter with NERC and 20d Charter. Dry-docking and installation of a new multibeam system took 30 days.

NIOZ ordered a study on the running cost efficiency and management of their fleet. The main conclusion of the study was that outsourcing the operations of the Pelagia was not cost effective and that the daily management of the ship should be kept within NIOZ. Other important recommendations included negotiations on a new Collective Labour Agreement, maintaining the service quality to the science community and the hig profile in OFEG while re-adjusting the number of days at sea to 275.

2.4. Geraint West, NERC – United Kingdom

NERC re-organised the management their research facilities forming the ‘Sea Systems’ unit out of the former ‘Research Ship Unit’ and ‘UK Ocean Research Services”. 

The Charles Darwin, now replaced with the new RV James Cook, was sold. 

Another important activity included the ROV ISIS  operation in the Antarctic.

Mr.West presented an overview of the 2006 schedules for the Disovery, the Charles Darwin, the James Cook and the James Clark Ross and their involvement in OFEG and other barters. He also highlighted the schedules and barter arrangements for this year’s operations and a look forward to 2008 and 2009.

The group was also given a quick overview of the building of the James Cook and the operation of the ISIS ROV during the first cruise of the vessel. Two more cruises are planned in the course of 2007 before the guarantee docking in August 2007 when the bow needs re-building to solve a bubble sweepdown problem that inhibits the multibeam surveying.

Finally Geraint West mentioned the planned replacement of the RV Discovery that will maintain service until 2011/12. Meanwhile a reduce in seagoing days is planned without effecting bartering and chartering of the vessel.

In addition to the presentation, John Breslin mentioned that the Celtic Explorer faces similar problems with air bubbles below acoustic transducer heads.

2.5. Andre Pollentier, MUMM – Belgium

Andre Pollentier informs the group that the regional class RV Belgica continues servicing approx. 180 days at sea per year for national science programmes, EU programmes and for fisheries surveys. He informs the group that in 2006 the Belgica ran into illegal gill nets of the SW coast of Ireland and that the damage caused has kept the vessel for a number of periods inactive due to recurrent technical problems related to that incident. Even beginning 2007 some problems still kept the vessel in the harbour. 

The vessel will have a second multibeam system installed and even be able to accommodate a third deepwater system that will be operated with an over the side mount.

2.6. John Breslin, MI – Ireland

Mr John Breslin reports on the activities of both the Celtic Voyager (183 days at sea) and the Celtic Explorer (315 days at sea) and some CE cruise highlights for 2006. 

The Celtic Voyager underwent a half-life refit which included a new CTD davit and a USBL retraction oa. overhauls and reconditionings. The Celtci Explorer has been fitted with a davit for the embarkation of a work boat. 

Mr. Breslin further reports of a well working contract with P&O that has been in place for one year and the ratification of a RV strategy document.

Benchmarking vessel operations have been set up with New Zealand, Australia and Norway while a barter arrangement with NERC have been initiated.

2.7. Andre Cattrijsse, VLIZ – Belgium
Andre Cattrijsse reports on a significant fall back in days at sea for the locally operating Zeeleeuw and further steps search for a replacement of the vessel by a smaller (max. 40m) RV.

2.8. Einar Strønen, IMR – Norway

Mr. Strønen mentios that there have been no changes in the fleet of the Norwegian IMR but that the university of Trondheim have taken into operation the new coastal RV Gunnerus. 

RV Johan Hjort received a fisheries sonar, Simrad SH80 and will further be equipped with a DP system by the end of this year. RV Fridtjof Nansen will be equipped with a EM710 Multibeam during summer.

Cruise activities followed average patterns. Due the IPY a increased cruise activity is scheduled in the arctic regions for 2007 and possibly a Antarctic cruise with GO Sars in 2007-2008. Since  2006 IMR takes responsibility for the biological surveys in a new program mapping the Norwegian economical zone.

Norway installed a national cruise scientifique committee and a national marine instruments pool and barter arrangements are being developed with different parties. Norway will decide later this spring to built a ice capable vessel for delivery in 2011.

2.9. Klaus Von Broeckel, IFM-Geomar – Germany

Mr. Von Broeckel reports on the activities of the German global research vessels Polarstern, Sonne, Meteor, the ocean vessels Merian and Poseidon and the regional rv’s , Heincke and Alkor.  While the regional vessels will remain operational for another 10years, replacing the Sonne and Poseidon is needed within the next few years. Also the German regional vessel A. Penck will be replaced after 50years of service. Exchange of shiptime has mainly occurred over the past 10 years with France and the UK. Spain has recently also started to barter with Germany.

Mr. Von Broeckel further reports that the Aurora Borealis project is under threat as some parters have stepped out of the project.

2.10. Nigel Lyman, CEFAS – United Kingdom

Mr Lyman and colleagues operate the ocean going research vessel Endeavour that performs cruises in the British waters and North Sea. CEFAS is preparing an operational contract open for tender to operate the Endeavour. They currently are soliciting ERVO to obtain input and comments on best practices. The topic will be put to discussion later 

2.11. Pablo Rodrìguez, CSIC – Spain
CSIC installed a 10m piston corer and a high speed sattelite communication system onboard the Hesperides. Problems with the multibeam onboard the vessel have been identified and solved.

 The regional RV Garcia del Cid was equipped with a shallow water multibeam, a containerised lab and a usbl. A preliminary study was performed for the replacement of this coastal RV with a vessel < 50m.

Shipyard seatrials with the new build Ocean RV Sarmiento de Gamboa have been done and delivery to CSIC is expected to occur early July. After equipment trials the vessel should be fully operational early 2008.

 During 2006 Hesperides was out on sea 205 days and will in 2007 serve around Svalbard  within the framework of IPY while Garcia del Cid served 95 days at sea. As a support vessel for the Spanish Antartic Program RV Las Palmes served 113 days, 

2.12. José Diaz, IEO – Spain

IEO operates 6 vessels: the ocean vessel Cornide Saavedra, the regional/local class vessels Navarro, Odon de Buen, José Rioja, Navaz and Lura. IEO wants to develop a modern fleet and adopted therefore a fleet program that foresees in the construction of 2 regional, one global and two oceanic RV’s and a single logistics base in Vigo.

IEO hopes this will finally lead to an increase in its bilateral collaboration with Ifremer on the RV Thalassa and inclusion in to OFEG.

IEO has already started tendering for the construction of two regional vessels as fisheries and oceanographic platforms that will become operational in 2009 and 2010 in the Bay of Biscay, the western Iberian sea and the western Mediterranean.

The replacement of Cornide de Saavedra has been initiated through tendering the design of the vessel which should be finalised late 2008.

2.14. Paul Jacques, Genavir – France

Mr Jacques presents the activities of the Genavir fleet. The recently build Pourquoi Pas undertook cruises in theAtlantic and the Norwegian Seas for various purposes, mainly for French navy. 

RV Thalassa undertook its fisheries investigations in the North Sea and Gulf of Biskaye. The Atalante was active in both the western and eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean for both military, scientific (oceanography and seismics) cruises. The Suroit cruises were devoted to seismics and general oceanographics in the mediterannean and the western Indian Ocean.

Genavir also operates two regional class vessels for general oceanographic work: the Alis in French territories in the Pacific (Polynesia and New Caledonia) and the Antéa that operates in French Antilles and the coast of west Africa

2.15. Stefan Florescu, GeoecoMar – Roumania

The RV Mare Nigrum received the ISM certification in early 2006 and a ISO certification for the scientific activities onboard the vessel. The vessel was also equipped with a ELAC multibeam and a tomography lab. The institute also operates a riverine vessel, teh RV Istros, that also received a multibeam and a hydrographic survey system.

Highlights in the cruise schedule included the international FP6 HERMES project on hotspot ecosystem research on European shelf margins and the PROFET project on tsunami related phenomena in the Black Sea. Mr. Florescu also presents a overview of planned activities in 2007.

2.16. Delcho Solakov, BAS – Bulgaria

The Bulgarian Academy operates both the RV Akademik and the RV Valkanov that both underwent repairs in the course of 2006. The Akademik is, due to srious lack of funding, only operational for a limited amount of days. In 2005 teh vessel was 34 days out on sea while in 2006 the number of days was increased to 98.

Worth mentioning is that the institute obtained a ROV.

BAS arranged for rental of the Akademik with oa. WHOI and EU JRC. These rents allowed for the class repair of the vessel.

A cooperation agreemeent with the institute and WHOI is to be signed later this year.

Mr. Solakov also invites the group to Varna next year for the 10th ERVO meeting.

3. Swath Vessels – Catamaran Hull design

As this topic was included in the agenda after the Meeting in Reykjavik a presentation or specific question from a member was not being given.

Mr. Cattrijsse mentioned that during the feasibility study VLIZ undertook regarding the replacement for their coastal RV Zeeleeuw believers and non-believers of the catamaran design were to be found amongst the scientists. He raised the questions to the group if ther were objective criteria related to ship behaviour available to decide for a catamaran or monohull design of a vessel. Apparantly it was felt that catamaran design should be choosen when high cruising speed and/or shallow draught were very important in the operations of the vessel. Mulitbeam operations can be problematic in catamarans.

4. New builds, Faciliites or Equipment

Mr. Cooper takes the group on a virtual tour through the new multipurpose ocean class RV ‘James Cook’ that has been delivered to NERC in August 2006, presenting all onboard facilities.

Mr. Cooper also mentions NERC’s plans to replace the Discovery, built in 1963. In 2012 the vessel will be 49 years old and the replacement project started in June 2007. The new vessel should perform as the Discovery as a multi-role global RV. Therefore both UK scientists and OFEG barter user are being consulted to obtain a vessel definition.

Mr Breslin informs the group that the Irish MI has obtained funding through EC for the purchase of a deepwater ROV. The R OV should be capable of performing several tasks (both scientific and commercial operations). Four ROV manufactures seem to be able to deliver the right vehicle. 

Mr de Cardenas presents the new ocean class RV Miguel Oliver that will start its operations in July 2007. The vessel will mainly serve as a fisheries RV supporting all types of related research but may conduct oceanographic and marine biological cruises as well. The 2007 cruise schedule includes cruises to Panama, Peru and Argentina.

5. Treatment of VAT on RV goods, services and charters

The group was sollicited to share their experiences on VAT issues. It was clear that all nations have different and often complicated rules on whether VAT should be applied or whether exemptions are allowed.

According to Mr Breslin Irish regulations are unclear while Mr West explaiend the complexity of matters in the UK where eg. deployments  on the seabed are not while midwater work is exempt. Material fixed onbaord UK ships is not exempt. Also the definition of research is open to different interpretations.

In Belgium VAT laws specify that delivery of goods and services onboard vessels is exempt except for vessels used for scientific research. As the used vessels are registered as multiporpuse vessels or other classes, exemptions are used.

6. Impact of RV activities on marine mammals

In follow up of past year’s discussion Mr. West stated that we need to establish what exactly the effects are on marine mammals, and that RV operators need to adopt consistent mitigation measures across the board. He informed that a code of practice is being established taken into account that mitigation actions need to allow for operations. The publication of such a code is essential for awareness and agreement of actions groups.  He proposed to solicit input from ERVO participants in future  in order to establish what procedures are currently in place and to circulate a draft of the code of practice in due time.

Olivier Lefort informed ERVO that Ifremer has undertaken an effort for French vessels using MM observers while acoustic 
operations were ongoing. He also stated that there should be a firm link established with ASCOBANS.

7. EUROCEAN update

Mr. D’Ozouville shows ERVO the current contents and functioing of the EurOcean RV, coastal RV, UV en LEXI databases. The latter two databases hold resp. information on Underwater Vehicles and on Large EXchangeable Instruments and will both be operational end June 2007. Each of these databases allow users to input information of their own facilities.

Finally Mr. D’Ozouville also lists possible future developments that can be of interest to ERVO

· a ship schedules in cooperation with POGO

· a directory of usefull websites and a virtual library

· real time position of RV’s

· installing a ERVO webpage that possibly could include a discussion forum, hold information on moorings or other topics

He asks the participants what they believe could be the topic of further cooperation between ERVO and EurOcean.

It is mentioned that the ship schedules DB for POGO has been granted to SeaDataNet, a FP6 EC project and that this system will be soon available on POGO webpages.

Another remark to the Eurocean DB’s was that the UV database should include also landers and undulating vehicles.

ERVO webpages are considered a possible way forward and Mr. d’Ozouville is asked to start setting up such pages where a discussion forum would be a usefull thing. The webpages should hold usefull information for ERVO like contactinformation of members, presentations of past meetings, etc.

8. Extension of EEZ’s

As no ERVO participant has prepared a presentation or has anything te put forward this topic has been re-scheduled for next year’s meeting.

9. Ocean Fleet Working Group

Mrs. Rietveld presents the recently published OFWG report. She draws the attention to the troublesome situation regarding the regional class feet, one of the major  findings of the report. Regional vessels are much needed and this contigent of the European RV fleet is aging fast. The Global and Oceanic class fleet is however up to date. A strategy for renewal of the regional RV fleet is needed and their use should become more efficient through a coordination of the fleet schedule, stimulating barter arrangements, encouraging charter processes and financial support for decommissioning under-utilised ships. A long term strategy is also recommended for integrating operations and stimulating partnerships.

Regarding large equipment the report points at the inbalance in national involvement and ownership in these facilities. Further, as national agencies finance the majority of shiptime for european projects is, they will have to initiate integration of the fleet. OFEG takes this taks for the global and ocean class vessels and the exchange of large equipment although centralised european funding is lacking. A recent meeting of OFEGand EC representatives might change this situation in future.

10. Satellite Communication Systems

Mr.Rowan explains the upgrade in satellite communication system the Celtic Explorer received beginning 2006. Explaining limitations of the formerly present comm systems and the choice for the new sat. System, he also largely explains problems encountered and the solutions needed to remedy. The benefits of all installations are 

· VoIP eliminates GSM and Sat Vois for resaonable prices

· Email has become more widely available

· VPN access possible 24/7 and large data volumes possible

11. ISOM 2006 report

Mrs. Rietveld quickly reported on the past ISOM activities and meeting held in Galway, Ireland and the forthcomming meeting to be held in China 

12. InMartech 2006 report

Mr. Cooper also reports on the past InmarTech 2006 meeting that brings together Marine Technicians. The recent meeting was held in WHOI where 120 participants from 12 different countries met. Apart from the technical plenary sessions there was this also a ‘hands-on’ session where people were informed on tricks and techniques. Especially this last session was highly appreciated.

13. Hazardous Materials

The group discusses embarkment of hazardous materials. While all seem to adopt at least a protocol obligating scientists to report the nature of materials brought onboard to inform crew on possible hazards, the discussion evolves to shipment of hazardous materials for embarkation in foreing ports.

Mr. Day (NERC) shares his experience to the group that direct delivery to the ship is the best practice and that freight paperwork should be ok. Once that exercise has been made future shipments should not pose any problems. Scientists should be aware that all substances included in the shipment are mentioned on the paperwork. He advises to have a scientist responsible that can be trained to do the job properly. 

Mr. Day also mentiones that as long as scientists use products for which MSDS sheets are available no problems occur but that cocktails often brought along can pose  difficulties.

Mrs. Rietveld mentions that ISOM has prepared a document for dealing with handling of isotopes.

14. OFEG Report

Mrs. Rietveld reports on the activities of the OFEG group and shows the number of days and number of days exchanged between the 5 OFEG participants. Norway having recently joined the group has so far not been involved in any exchange. The total amount of exchanges shows a clear increase from 2003 onwards reaching 13 exchanges in 2006, good for some 220days at sea. With the recent membership of Norway the OFEG fleet now holds 21RV’s .

OFEG will act as the forum for the larger RV’s and take the lead in search of co-ordinated investments and total cost reductions.

OFEG also will develop a new website (www.ofeg.org) , operate a pool of major equipment and organise workshops like the OFEG-tech which will bring OFEG technicians together to exchange experience and knowledge and develop common equipment stratgies.

15. Scientific Diving from Research Vessels

Mr. Alain Norro, an experienced scientific diver was invited by VLIZ/MUMM to present to ERVO issues involved in scientific diving from a research vessel. While remote sensing techniques may provide valuable information, scuba divers are often still needed for collecting samples or measurements for specific research tasks. Mr. Norro discusses legal aspects, certification and medical cerification issues and safety protocols involved in planning a scientific dive.

He points at a widely varying legislation in the different EC countries often reducing mobility of the scientific divers across europe. The EU draft standards for scientific diving have not yet been ratified trhoughout Europe. Insurance of divers is in thsi respect also quite complicated.

In planning a dive Mr. Norro lists all technical and operational information that is needed for a safe dive eg. weather conditions, contaminated waters, currents, different breahting techniques available etc.

As many laboratories rely on volunteers to perform much of the work the above issues often become even more complicated nessecitating full legal documentation.

16. Charter Party agreements – Mutual Hold Harmless agreements

The ERVO participants shortly mention how they treat liability for materials embarked by scientists. The approach in which the ship operator takes no liability and where the owner is fully responsible for his equipment seems to be general. Most members confirm that this arrangement is formal, scientists are aware of their responsibilities. Regarding chartering both own agreements and standard BIMCO agreements are in use by those who charter their vessels.

17. Insurance/Liability

Mr. Rowan, P&O delegate, shares lessons learned with insurance and liability as ship operator. Mr. Rowan advises to be vigilant on many aspects regarding the insurance and the relationsship/contract with the insurance company including knowledge of coverage and legal aspects, gaps in coverage between different types of insurance (P&I vs. H&M) and issues involved with scientific and over the side equipment
18. Post Cruise Assessments

Each participant was asked to briefly mention how they evaluated their cruises.  NIOZ applies a standard PCA form adopted from UNOLS plus a technical form, NERC and the Irish MI question their scientists after cruises to obtain comments on performance of both ship and crew. It was mentioned that postcruise assessments are a valuable tool not only to maintain a certain level of service to the science community but also a important back-up for continued funding.

19. Fuel Consumption Diesel vc Electrical

Partcipants were also asked if they had anything to communicate on this subject but the topic was not discussed and will be on the agenda of next year’s meeting.

During past year ERVO a fuel management system on board the Icelandic RV Fredriksson was presented but unfortunately at this point no results were available as to what extend the system proofed valuable.

20. Marinera

Mr. Cattrijsse briefly recalls what the MarinEra project has tried to accomplish on the infrastructure level and that the project task leader Ifremer is currently aiming for a workshop that will try to get regional RV managers together to apply for funding under the EC I3 framework. The idea would be to use the project to investigate and  possibly implement a barter arrangement amongst regional class RV’s throughout Europe. Later this year an invitation to join will be send around but at this stage there is no clear information about the intentions. 

21. Heave Compensation onboard Maria S Merian

Mr. Van Broeckel explains to the group that an active heave compensation system was installed onboard the newly build Maria S. Merian and explains technical problems encountered with the system that are of both mechanical , hydraulical and electronical causes. 

22.  EC Maritime Green Paper

While in Abderdeen the EurOcean conference 2007 is being held, EC and Marine Board representatives ask ERVO to submit a position regarding the Green Paper on Future Maritime Policy for the European Union. It is agreed that John Breslin will make a draft comment and send it to all for comments before submitting the recommendation.

The final text that was sent as a comment to the Green Paper on Maritime Policy has been added to this report.
23. Possible agenda items next meeting

· Fuel Consumption

· Extension of EEZ’s

· Risk assessment

· Science activities on deck

· Shore support

· Bubble sweepdown

· Sea survival & medical training

· Regional barters

24. Date and place next meeting

Mr. Delcho Solakov invites ERVO to meet at Varna, Bulgaria next year in may. 
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Recommendations of the European Research Vessel Operators (ERVO) group for inclusion in the EU Maritime Policy Green Paper “Towards a future for the Union: A European Vision for the Oceans and Seas”

Background

At it’s Annual General Meeting in Erice, Italy, on 10th – 11th September 1999, the ESF-Marine Board decided to initiate an action to promote the co-ordination of small to medium sized research vessel operators in Europe. 

Following a preliminary meeting of the European Research Vessel Operators (ERVO) group, which was held in Roscoff (France) in December 1999. The research vessel managers/operators decided to form a flexible forum which would meet annually to share experiences of common interest, to explore opportunities for co-operation

between R.V. managers and to define the scope for such cooperation.. The participants agreed that each institution would self-finance and every year, one of the RV managers would organise a meeting of the network. 

Subsequent meetings were held in Ireland (2000) Italy (2001), Norway (2002), Romania (2003), Spain (2004), Portugal (2005), Iceland (2006) and in Belgium (2007). The success of the ERVO group can be measured from the fact that the number of participating countries has risen from 7 to 14 and attendance has continued to increase with a total of 30 participants from 12 different countries present at the most recent meeting held at the Flanders Marine Institute in Ostende, Belgium, June 19th 2007. 

ERVO meetings address common issues/problems that affect research vessel operators for the purpose of identifying solutions for improving services to the scientific community and developing best practice in the operation of Research Vessels. Members present their National Reports on activities, including any future plans for acquisitions/upgrades. Presentations on new vessel builds are invited and a number of special topics discussed at each meeting. 

The ERVO Meetings provide an opportunity for RV Managers to exchange information on their national fleets, highlighting trends in the requirements for sea-going vessels and new technological developments for R.V. operations.

EU Maritime Policy Green Paper
The ERVO group recognises the role it can play in fulfilling the recommendations of the ESF Marine Board Ocean Research Fleets Working Group (OFWG) Report: “The OFWG proposes that ERVO acts as a forum, as well as performing its good practice exchange tasks, especially for Regional class vessels. During the annual ERVO meeting, every member could present its investment plan and initiate informal contacts with potential partners. The same process could be undertaken for light equipment and instruments.” 
During the 9th ERVO meeting it was decided that to facilitate the potential for bartering within the Regional Fleet, members of the group would highlight to their respective scientific communities the potential that now exists for the barter of vessel time and equipment. This will be carried out to establish the needs of the scientific community for exchanges of vessels and equipment within the European Regional fleet.   During the next meeting in 2008 the group will decide on what is the best way to promote exchanges and develop the mechanisms for future barters/exchanges of vessels and/or large infrastructure in the same manner as the current arrangements that occur through the Ocean Facilities Exchange Group (OFEG).

Consistent with the OFWG report the ERVO group supports the following

recommendations:

 “….The European Union, through the offices of the European Commission, has a central role in supporting transnational access to infrastructures. The OFWG

suggests establishing a special funding scheme to facilitate access to rare European infrastructures, covering the cost of such infrastructures for a limited number

of days per year over two or three years. Another funding scheme could be set up to facilitate access by new Member States to Research Vessels and equipment. The excellence of proposals would have to be assessed by an international peer review

group that would rank the proposals and evaluate the post-cruise results as well.

Another suggestion to the European Commission is to directly fund a number of sea days on different academic Research Vessels and/or private ship operators….”

The ERVO group recognises it’s potential role in fostering and facilitating this transnational access to RV and rare infrastructure. The group recommends that the European Commission consider the mechanisms to enable this to take place and that members of the ERVO should be invited to play a pivotal role in ensuring that any capacity for the cost effective provision of shiptime be identified to ensure maximisation of the output from the European Regional Fleet. 

The ERVO group welcomes the policy outlined in the green paper, in particular the identification of “the specialised pan-European research infrastructures (e.g. specialised research vessels, subsea technologies, satellite and in-situ ocean observing systems, sustained monitoring and data collection, databases and information portals, high performance computing, modelling and land based facilities) required to meet identified challenges and opportunities and seek to maximise the shared and efficient use of Europe’s research infrastructures”. 

The ERVO group recommends that over the coming years and with a high priority, the commission may support and co-ordinate initiatives for replacing the ageing European Regional Class research fleet. Additionally, it is suggested that the EU Maritime Policy Green Paper consider initiatives that may lead to a European unified legislation regarding scientific diving from research vessels.

European Research Vessel Operators (ERVO) Meeting 2007


19th – 20th June, Oostende, Belgium
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