European Research Vessel Operators Workshop

24th - 26th April 2002, Bergen, Norway

ERVO 2002 Report
The Institute of Marine Research in Bergen (Norway) hosted the 4th ERVO Workshop, from the 25th –26th April 2002. In total 12 countries were represented by 18 vessel operators.  

The Research Vessel Operators Group was delighted to welcome three new delegations, representing Romania, Portugal and Greece.  A copy of the Meeting Agenda (Annex 1), Attendance list (Annex 2) and relevant handouts are attached.  

The proceedings began with an informal icebreaker on Wednesday 24th.  A Workshop dinner, hosted by IMR, was held on Thursday evening. The Workshop participants visited the Norwegian research vessels, the Johan Hjort, Michael Sars and Hakon Mosby and toured the technical facilities of IMR.

******

DAY 1: Thursday 25th April 2001

Mr. Per Nieuwejaar (PN) chaired the meeting and opened proceedings by advising the delegates of the agenda and reviewing the minutes of ERVO 2001 (Rome)

Mr. Roald Vaage, Director of the Institute of Marine Research, welcomed ERVO 2002 to Bergen and gave a presentation on the marine research facilities in Bergen.  PN continued with a presentation on IMR’s Research Vessel Department.  

All participants introduced themselves and their organisation (See Appendix 2).

Crew Exchange:

A target set at ERVO 2001 was that 2 crew exchanges should be organised during the following year.  One exchange was achieved when the Captain and the Chief Engineer of the Irish research vessel, Celtic Voyager joined the Norwegian vessel, Johan Hjort for an 8 day period (November 2001) this proved to be a worthwhile exercise, in terms of the operation of a large vessel and rigging out of fishing gear.  The Netherlands suggested that it would be useful to place crew and technical staff on vessels as observers.

Underwater Acoustics:

Mr. Hans P. Knudsen (IMR) detailed the research and developments in underwater acoustics over the past 40 years.  The installation of sounders in drop-keels has increased the effectiveness of acoustic surveys by 10% and noise has been reduced to aid compliance with the ICES209 co-operative report.  The challenges remaining are acoustic deadzones, target strength variability, species identification and representative sampling.  

Mr. Erik Stenersen and Mr. Eddy Lund of Kongsberg Simrad gave a presentation on the acoustic products available for installation on research vessels.

ISM Implementation 

Per Nieuwejaar (Norway) gave a presentation on their experiences with ISM implementation.  The RV Department received a document of compliance in August 2001and the IMR vessels were certified between October 2001 and Spring 2002. 

· German research vessels operated by RFT are certified by Germanischer Lloyds.  

· All French vessels are certified regardless of whether it is mandatory or not.  

· Iceland is still not sure whether ISM is compulsory for its vessel.  The Classification Society says it is, whereas the National Survey Office has not yet agreed.  

· The UK has had ISM certification for 3 years. During a recent Safety Management Certificate Audit on board a vessel, the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency, who implement ISM on UK-registered ships, specifically asked questions on how the safety of scientific operations was managed on board. The safety of scientific operations are covered by carrying out risk assessments and implementing safe systems of work for all potentially hazardous or polluting operations.  

It was pointed out that Lloyds indicated in Galway (ERVO 2000) that they were not directly interested in the scientific operations but the interface between science and the vessel.  France overcomes this by using specific forms for each piece of gear.  

STCW 95 - training and health requirements

STCW95 training and health requirements apply to all maritime personnel.  The issue with research vessels is that scientists comprise a large group of non-maritime personnel.  The question is whether the same training and health requirements should apply to the scientific party?  

It was suggested that RV Operators should devise their own requirements, for instance, IMR have developed their own internal requirements based on the Canadian Coastguard Regulations (still to be implemented).  In the UK, RV’s are classed as Cargo vessels, therefore scientists need to undertake Personal Survival training and be medically fit with appropriate in-date medical certification.   The issue of inconsistencies with the STCW regulations was raised, i.e. crew with fishing tickets transferring to a merchant vessel.

ICES meeting Copenhagen 

The theme of the ICES 100yr celebration is fisheries research.  It is planned to have a public day to visit international research vessels.  Research vessels scheduled to attend include: Dana (Denmark), GO Sars (Norway), Baltica (Poland), Alkor (Germany), Tridens (Holland), Isis (Holland), Aranda (Finland), Thalassa (France) and Argos (Sweden). If there is any additional interest, Dr. Ole Arve Misund (IMR) is the contact person:


Dr. Ole Arve Misund


Institute of Marine Research

PO Box 1870 Nordnes, 5817 Bergen

Norway

Email: ole.arve.misund@imr.no.

New Ship presentations:  

· Ireland: Mr. Michael Gillooly presented the new Irish research vessel, Celtic Explorer - a 65m multipurpose vessel, ICES 209 compliant, GRT 2500, accommodating 31 scientists and crew.  

· Norway is replacing the GO Sars with a 77.5m vessel.  It is due for arrival in April 2003.  The ship’s architect, Mr. Hans Ove Holmoy, of Skipsteknisk gave a presentation on the design of the vessel.

· Romania:  Mr. Gheorge Oaie and Mr. Cornel Costea of the National Institute of Marine Geology and Geoecology, introduced the Romanian marine research facilities.  There are two research vessels, RV Oceanos and RV Istros (82.2m and 32m respectively).  There is also a floating lab, which can accommodate 22 scientists.

· Iceland: Mr. Vignir Thoroddsen described the RV Arni Fridriksson, which was delivered in 2000.  It is 70m in length and has a GRT of 2233.  It is has a freezing hold with a capacity of 144m3.  

· Greece:  Mr. Dimitris Georgopoulos introduced the Greek research vessels. The 61.5m RV Aegaeo was converted in 1997.  It primarily operates in the East Mediterranean.  The RV Phelia is a 26m vessel, which was built for the Institute of Marine Biology in Crete, in 1986.  DG also presented the Greek web-based monitoring and forecasting system, Poseidon; see www.poseidon.ncmr.gr.

· Portugal:  Mr. Joao Coimbra presented a report on the national Portuguese research vessel fleet (A copy will be sent by post to participants).  Portugal has 3 vessels in excess of 60m, 3 vessels between 40-60m and 4 vessels in the 30 – 40m range.  There is also a private submarine on the Azores. JC has been actively involved in reviewing the US UNOLS system as a potential model for Portugal.

· Germany:  Mr. Casper von Spee discussed the new 80m ice breaker being built for the German government.  The target delivery date is mid 2004.

Actions agreed (DAY 1) 
· Report on ERVO 1999 – 2002 to be submitted to ESF-MB (Geoffrey O’Sullivan)

· Exchange – aim to have two exchanges in 2002-2003

DAY 2: Friday 26th April 2001

Classification issues:
Mr. Bjorn Pederson (Head of Maritime Dept, DNV, Norway) gave a presentation on the classification of research vessels (presentation circulated to attendees).  He indicated that a single RV class would not be possible due to the diversity of operations.  Research vessels are currently classed as special purpose vessels, cargo vessels, fishing vessels, seismic vessels, and icebreakers…  

On foot of the discussions, and the position paper submitted by PN, it was agreed that it was unrealistic to pursue the idea of a separate RV Class.  On reflection, each country needed to take a pragmatic approach.  

Training and health requirements:

Mr. Magne Rodland (District manager, Norwegian Maritime Directorate) noted that in Norway, anyone part of the minimum safe manning of the vessel, must have an official training course (ie STCW or ILO); all other persons must undergo a familiarisation course.  All sea-going personnel must have a valid health certificate.  The training requirements should be specified and agreed under the ISM code.  A cargo vessel can have 12 passengers; therefore a ‘limited’ health certificate can be issued.  All countries should investigate this further with their Survey Office.  The UK has implemented this system with success.  Scientists do not need to comply with ILO working hour regulations, but if not they must comply with the EU Working Hours Directive with the latter more restrictive for shipboard operations.  (The UK Principal Scientists Guidance Notes (PSGN) will be circulated).  

EurOcean:

Mr. Laurent d’Ozouville gave a presentation on EurOcean, the new European Centre for Information in Marine Science and Technology (Lisbon, Portugal).  

One of the aims of EurOcean is to provide a web-based information database on marine science and technology.  Ld’O has invited ERVO to collaborate with EurOcean on the content of an RV webpage and would welcome feedback from RV operators in order that the webpage be a useful tool for them. A possibility would be that the RV Operators become editors for relevant sections.  MR pointed out that there were already RV databases in existence, which should not be overlooked (OCEANIC, UNOLS, Sea-Search).  Ld’O indicated the willingness of EurOcean to avoid any duplication and to promote synergies. For more information: www.eurocean.org.  

EU 6th Framework Programme:

GO’S gave a presentation on the marine R&D funding opportunities envisaged under the EU 6th Framework programme (2002-2006).  Although the marine theme is not a specific priority in FP6, marine research is catered for under 5 of the 8 themes supported by FP6. These include: Biotechnology; Information Technologies; Nanotechnologies, Aeronautics and Space; Food Quality and Safety; Sustainable Development and Global Change; Citizens and Governance; supporting policies and anticipating scientific needs.     

AOB:

· Insurance:  Mr. Andre Pollentier advised RV operators to investigate the implications of ‘Rule 28(3)’ of the Shipowner’s Protection and Indemnity Insurance, “liabilities excluded in respect of salvage vessels, drilling vessels, dredges and other specialist operations” 

· Diplomatic Clearance for Marine Scientific Research (MSR): Recently, there has been a drive from the IOC to have the diplomatic clearance procedure streamlined.  Some concern was raised over the interpretation of Article 247 of UNCLOS “Marine scientific research projects undertaken by or under the auspices of international organisations” Ms. Marieke Rietveld suggested that this could be interpreted to mean that the participation of an individual scientist from a coastal state in an international programme automatically equated to authorisation by the National authority.  It was agreed that this could create difficulties for the coastal state.

Actions agreed (DAY 2)
· UK to circulate PSGN (AL)

· GOS to circulate presentation and 6FP websites.

· CNA to circulate statistics for submission of cruise reports 

· Review of the EurOcean website – return comments to Laurent d’Ozouville

· Identify any other appropriate countries interested in participation in ERVO

ERVO 2003: 

The National Institute of Marine Geology and Geoecology, Romania has agreed to host ERVO 2003 (GeoEcoMar) on 24th - 25th April 2003.

Potential Agenda Items:  ERVO 2003:

1. Information exchange on ISM and STCW 95 and standards for training required of scientific personnel.  

2. New RVs and Equipment 

3. Insurance

4. Equipment pool information

5. New research vessels

6. Allocation of Ship time and funding

7. Internet portals for research vessel information

8. Crew Exchange

9. Conditions of employment of crew

10. Ship sharing - UNOLS

11. Invite a representative from UNLOS to discuss foreign marine scientific research and Article 247.

12. EurOcean webpage on research vessels

Agenda items to be confirmed by correspondence. 

The final minutes will be hosted on the European Science Foundation – Marine Board web pages:  http://www.esf.org/esf_genericpage.php?language=0&section=2&genericpage=625&domain=3&activity=0 

List of handouts:

1. Agenda

2. Attendance list

3. Information on INMARTECH

4. EurOcean press release

Presentations Circulated:

Copy of presentations by Per Nieuwejaar

Towards a 6th Framework Programme, presentation by Geoffrey O’Sullivan

Classification of Research Vessels by Bjørn Pedersen

Attached:

Appendix 1: Agenda

Appendix 2: Participants

Appendix 3: Photograph of Participants
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Appendix 1: AGENDA ERVO 2002 IN BERGEN
Appendix 2: RV Manager’s present:

	Massimilano Di Bitetto (Italy)

S2AM -CNR at IMC

Località Sa Mardini

09072 Torregrande - Oristano Italy

Tel +39 0783 22027, 22136, 22032

Fax +39 0783 22002

Email: dibitett@barolo.icb.ge.cnr.it 


	Barry Kavanagh

Marine Technical Development Services Ltd.

Parkmore Business Park West

Galway

Ireland

Tel 00 353 (0)91 773980

Fax: 00 353 91 773982

Email: martech@indigo.ie


	Andrew Louch (Britain)

NERC Research Ship Unit

Southampton Oceanography Centre

European Way

Southampton SO14 3ZH

United Kingdom

Tel: 00 44 (02380 596800

Fax: 00 44 (0)2380 635130

Email: arlo@wpo.soc.soton.ac.uk  

Website: www.researchshipunit.com 


	Caitríona Níc Aonghusa

Marine Institute 

Galway Technology Park

Parkmore

Galway

Ireland

Tel: 00 353 (0)91 730400

Fax: 00 353 (0)91 730470

Email: caitriona.nicaonghusa@marine.ie
Website: www.marine.ie/rv 



	Per Wilhelm Nieuwejaar (Norway)

Research Vessel Department 

Institute of Marine Research

PO Box 1870 Nordnes

5817 Bergen

Norway

Tel: 00 47 55 23 68 49

Fax: 00 47 55 23 85 32

Email: per.nieuwejaar@imr.no
Website: www.imr.no 


	Vignir Thoroddsen

Skulagata 4

PO Box 1390

121 Reykjavik

Iceland

Tel: 00 354-552 0240

Fax: 00 354-562 3790

Email: vignir@hafro.is 



	Marieke Rietveld (Netherlands)

Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research (NIOZ)

P.O. 59,

1790 AB Den Burg Texel

Netherlands

Phone ++ 31 (0)222 369363

Fax   ++ 31 (0)222 319674

E-mail: rietveld@nioz.nl 


	Jean-Xavier Castrec

Head of Scheduling Department

Naval Facilities and Operations Division,

IFREMER

Centre de Brest

BP70

29280 Plouzane

France

Tel: 33 (0) 29/8224453

Fax: 33 (0) 298224455

Email: jean.xavier.castrec@ifremer.fr 



	Andre Pollentier (Belgium)

BMM-Meetdienst Osstende

Management Unit of the North Sea Mathematical Models

3e & 23e Linieregimentsplein

Belgium

Tel: 00 32-59-70 01 31 (or +32477259004)

Fax: 00 32-59-70 49 35

Email: A.Pollentier@mumm.ac.be 

Website: www.mum.ac.be 


	Michael Gillooly

Research Vessel Operations

Marine Institute 

Galway Technology Park

Parkmore

Galway

Ireland

Tel: 00 353 (0)91 730400

Fax: 00 353 (0)91 730470

Email: michael.gillooly@marine.ie 

Website: www.marine.ie/rv 



	Ian Piper

General Manager

VT Ocean Sciences

223 Southampton Road

Portsmouth

PO6 4QA

Tel: 44 (0)2392 354371

Fax: 44 (0) 2392 354001

Email: ianpiper@vtis.com
www.rvprincemadog.com 


	Paul Stone

Head of NERC Research Ship Unit

Southampton Oceanography Centre

European Way

Southampton SO14 3ZH

United Kingdom

Tel: 00 44 (02380 596285

Fax: 00 44 (0)2380 635101

Email: pes@soc.soton.ac.uk 

Website: www.researchshipunit.com 



	Joao Coimbra

Director Centre for Marine and Environmental research

Rua do Campo Alegre, 823

4150-180 Porto

Portugal

Tel: +351 226 06 04 21

Fax: +351 226 06 04 23

Email: jcoimbra@icbas.up.pt
Website: www.cimar.org 
	Gheorghe Oaie

Scientific Director

National Institute of Marine Geology and Geo-ecology,

23-25, D. Onciul Str.,

PO Box 34-51, RO-70318

Bucharest

Romania

Tel: +40 1 252 55 12

Fax: +40 1 252 25 94

Email: goaie@geoecomar.ro 



	Casper Graf Von Spee

RF Reedereigemeinschaft Forschungsschiffahrt GMBH

Haferwende 3

D-28357 Bremen

Germany

Tel: 00 49 421 207660

Fax: 00 49 421 2076670

Email: c.von-spee@rf-bremen.de 


	Ing. Cornel Costea

23-25, D. Onciul Str.,

PO Box 34-51, 

RO-70318 Bucharest

Romania

Tel: +40 1 252 55 12

Fax: +40 1 252 25 94

Email: goaie@geoecomar.ro


	Anne Lien

Vessel Management Division 

Institute of Marine Research

PO Box 1870 Nordnes

5817 Bergen

Norway


	


OTHERS PRESENT:

	Mr. Roald Vaage

Institute of Marine Research 

PO Box 1870 Nordnes

5817 Bergen

Norway


	European Science Foundation – Marine Board (ESF-MB) representative 

Mr. Geoffrey O’Sullivan 

Representing the ESF-Marine Board

Marine Institute

80 Harcourt St.,Dublin 2

Ireland

Tel: 00 353 (0)1 4766500

Fax: 00 353 (0)1 4784988

Email: gosullivan@marine.ie 



	Invited Guests
	

	EurOcean

Dr. Laurent d’Ozouville

Director European Centre for Information on Marine Science and Technology

Avenida Dom Carlos I, 126 – 2

1249 – 074 Lisboa

Portugal

Tel: 00 351 21 392 44 86

Fax: 00 351 21 392 44 98

E-mail: eurocean@fct.mct.pt
	IMR:

Mr. Hans petter Knudsen

	SIMRAD:

Erik Stenersen


	SIMRAD:

Eddy Lund

	SKIPSTEKNISK:
Hans Ove Holmoy


	Maritime Dept, DNV:

Mr. Bjorn Pederson

	NORWEGIAN MARITIME DIRECTORATE:

Mr. Magne Rodland


	


Appendix 2: RV Operators, Bergen 26/04/02:
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